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Subject: First Aid Course | National Council | Year In Review | Wombeyan Caves 
From: 4WD NSW and ACT INC <office @4wdnow.com> 

Date: 11/12/2023 3:00 PM 

To: <delegate.tam4wdclub @ gmail.com> 


= year. Sometimes it is hard to comprehend everything that goes on 
each year, some stand outs are Garden of Stone SCA and our 
involvement in it, ongoing involvement with Transport of NSW and its working group 


on the effects of aftermarket equipment on crash avoidance systems on our 
four-wheel drives and of course working with a great committee. 


Now with the AGM done and dusted it is a great pleasure to welcome John Barnsley, 
he brings new energy and enthusiasm to your committee. Also, | must thank all the 


members for their amazing support of the committee over the last year. 


At the AGM the members voted to leave the National Council, details of this are in 


the newsletter. 


At the AGM | was asked about Parks policy on campfires and why they have blanket 
bands, | followed this up and found out that in the last twelve months there has been 
15 fires of significance that started from campfires, so they are left with little choice. 
Looking towards next year we have Camp oven Cook Off again at the May meeting, 
another Working Bee with National Parks at Green Gully and of course planning has 


already started on the Adventure Show. 


As always looking forward to meeting members while out and about and from all the 


committee | hope you all have a Merry Christmas and safe holidays. 
Cheers 

Craig Thomas 

President. 
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2023 - A Year in Review - As discussed at the AGM in November 


HIGHS 


e Being asked to sit on the Stake Holders Committee for the management of 
parks by local Aboriginals. 

e National Parks finally starting to realise that they are not universally liked. 

e ARB sponsorship total of $10 000 over 3 years. 

e Successful Adventure Show . 

e Australian Automobile Aftermarket Association Conference in June. 

e Successful DAFS workshop and DTU training courses. 

e Gardens of Stone working committee and other future projects for the creation 
of the recreation area including recognition that 4wdriving is not dangerous. 


e Continued improvements in communications with the clubs. 
e Very successful Adventure Show in September with great club participation 


LOWS 


National Parks and the ongoing problems with the booking system. 

Plans of management and NPWS lack of understanding of the greater 
community. 

Transport of NSW and the Vehicle Standard Working Groups and on going 
issues with police targeting engineered vehicles. 

Membership with Australian National Four Wheel Drive Council was not 
renewed because of ongoing issues that cannot be resolved at this time. 


National Council Update 

In May 2022 your State Committee recalled the delegate from his role as your 
representative on the National Council. This happened because it was felt that he 
did not follow instructions from the State Committee and he was not acting in the 
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best interests of the members of NSW, ACT and SEQ. The concerns that the 
committee had were the way our state was portrayed, our ability to maintain 
insurance, the ownership of our logo and our ongoing membership to the National 
Council. All of these things were in jeopardy. Recalling the delegate and replacing 
them with someone new should have been the end of the issue. However, the 
delegate was asked by the Council members to stay on the Council and act as an 
advisor. Never in the past has a delegate been removed by a state and then been 
kept in place by the Council against the wishes of the state. This new low point in 
Council history has effectively stated that one volunteer has more value to the 
Council than a member. 


We raised our concerns on numerous occasions to no avail and ultimately put in a 
formal written complaint late 2022. 

The complaint process was a waste of everyone's time as regardless of the 
information provided the Council decided In May 2023 that he was only guilty ona 
state level and not on a national level. So they refused our request to remove him. 
This interference with the running of our state is at the heart of the vote held at the 
AGM on November 18, 2023. 


The motion that was moved from the floor was that our membership of the National 
Council not be renewed. 


A resignation letter was sent to the Secretary of the National Council at the end of 
November, effectively resigning our membership as of December 31st, 2023. To date 
we have not received a reply. 


The previous delegate still remains an advisor to the Council and has not commented 
to this State Committee. It is unfortunate that an individual would put themselves 
above the best interests of the membership of his home state and indeed the clubs 
to which he belongs. While the State Committee believe wholeheartedly in the value 
of a well functioning National Council they could not support a Council that interferes 
in the operations of its members. 


For more information on the details of our resignation please see the Resignation 
Letter HERE 


Maggie Thomas 
NSW and ACT Delegate 2 
Australian National Four Wheel Drive Council 
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Provide First Aid Blended - HLTAID0O11B 


This is a BLENDED COURSE - You have the choice of doing just one day 


training or an additional 4 hour online learning before the face to face 
learning. 


Book in ASAP, there are 20 available spots of this course and they will fill quickly. 


Date: Saturday, 10th February 2024 - Time: 9am to 3.30pm 
Location: Camden RSL, 23 Cawdor Road, Camden, NSW, 2570 


BOOK HERE 


G'day Clean Up champions, It's official! Registrations for Clean Up Australia 
Day on Sunday 3 March 2024 are now open! The time to register is now — before 
all the end-of-year fun and festivities. Join the fabulous Clean Up community and 
help to tackle our national waste challenges and protect our environment. Get in 
early and register for your chance to WIN, see below for details. 


STEP UP TO 2024 
CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 
SUNDAY 3 MARCH » 


REGISTER HERE 


BE AN EARLY DAY AND WIN 
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National Parks and Wildlife Service - Wombeyan Caves Tourism Project 
Stakeholder news - December 2023 


The project - In 2020 NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) were 
awarded $9.6 million from the Infrastructure NSW Restart Fund to deliver the 
Wombeyan Caves tourism project. NPWS published the Wombeyan Cave Visitor 
Precinct Plan in December 2021, which identified a scope of works to improve day 
visitor and overnight guest experiences. 


A detailed Wombeyan Karst Conservation Reserve- Review of Environmental 
Factors and Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit were prepared which informed the 
detailed project design and assessment process involving specialist Landscape 
Architects, Building Architects, Ecologists, Engineers and the Aboriginal Community. 
Protection of site values underpinned the design of the work and the way the project 
has been delivered. Carfax Commercial Constructions Pty Ltd commenced work at 
Wombeyan Caves to deliver the project in August 2022. 


Improvements to visitor arrival and safety - On-park roads and parking have 
been improved, accessible parking has been installed, with way finding and building 
identification signage upgraded. Interpretations and information signage are being 
designed for the site, in consultation with the relevant stakeholders and interested 
parties. 


New visitor facilities - In the day-use area NPWS have replaced the old office 
building and Kui Kiosk to build a visitor hub, office, amenities, and café space all 
together, and new picnic facilities have been provided including shelter and 
barbecue facilities. 
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New building to accommodate office space and day visitor services, new picnic and 
barbecue facilities, improved entry road and parking. Credit: Matthew McNeil 


Improved access to Victoria Arch - A new accessible path from the parking area 
has been constructed providing a major improvement in access for visitors to 
experience the spectacular Victoria Arch. The design of the raised viewing platform 
within the arch was finalised following consultation with the Karst Management 
Advisory Committee and addressed the protection of subaerial stromatolites 
(craybacks), which are a significant feature within the Arch. The new facilities 
provide improved accessibility, and protection of cave features and the Karst 
environment. 


Improved accommodation precincts - Facilities in the camping area have now 
been upgraded and include the provision of eighteen powered sites, group camping 
areas, and bookable campsites with improved road access and parking. The final 
touches to the accommodation precinct, including camp site signage and wayfinding 
will be complete before opening. 


When will the precinct and caves re-open? 


NPWS currently anticipates welcoming back visitors to Wombeyan Caves in late 
February 2024 or early March 2024 pending Council road re-opening. Flood events 
after the precinct was closed to visitors in July 2022, caused damage to walking 
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tracks, roads and other visitor infrastructure in and around the caves, and delayed 
project delivery. Major infrastructure works within the reserve have now been 
completed and both Upper Lachlan and Wingecarribee Shire Council's have started 
work to improve Wombeyan Caves Road on either side of Wombeyan Caves.While 
Wombeyan Caves remains closed for the duration of Council road works, NPWS will 
continue to prepare for the return of visitors by repairing damaged to walking tracks 


and establishing new landscaping such as grass in the camping 

area. Accommodation bookings will reopen once Council road works are completed. 
Wombeyan Caves Road access from Taralga Road will remain the recommended 
route into Wombeyan Caves for camper trailer and caravan access. 


Lavis Lane Pop up Inflation Station 

On the last Sunday in October, we ran a pop-up stand & inflation station at Lavis 
Lane, Worimi Conservation Lands (Stockton beach). NPWS had Discovery 
Rangers setup a a marque alongside ours to educate the public on shore birds. The 
aim of the day was to engage with the public & get the 4WD NSW & ACT brand in 
public eye. 

For those new to beach driving, we offered some tips to help make their first time 
more enjoyable. 

To try and engage with those that have experience or think they know, we had an 
inflation station setup, to make airing up easier. 


Members of 4 Hunter clubs Central Coast 4WD Club, Gold Eagle 4x4 Club, 
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Newcastle & Districts 4WD Club, Port Hunter 4x4 Club volunteered on the stand. 
The beach was busy and the 4wders we engaged with it was fairly even split 
between Newcastle & Sydney residents. The furthest coming from Orange. 

The event was considered a success, with future events possible. Incorporating a 
few improvements from our first attempt. With the around half of the visitors from 
Sydney it would be good to have some members of Sydney clubs join us. 


The concept had the full support NPWS & WCL board. Coates Hire & Signwave 
Newcastle help with compressor hire and signs. 


| Brock Smith | 4WD NSW & ACT Inc. |Tel: 0439 036 077 
| Hunter Region Secretary | 
| DTU Subcommittee Secretary | 


4WD driver fined after illegally entering 
national park ... and getting stuck! 


y 


A 4WD driver has been left almost WA > SAE 
$5,000 out of pocket after illegally $ 
entering a flood recovery work zone 
and becoming stuck in a remote 
part of a NSW national park. 


The NSW National Parks and 
Wildlife Service (NPWS) has issued 
a fine and formal cautions against 
the driver, who entered Mooball 
National Park, south east of 
Murwillumbah, through closed gates = 

ignoring the park signage advising that the park was closed. 


The driver was charged with offences under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 
1974 and ordered to pay $4,800 in fines and vehicle recovery costs. 


Mooball National Park is currently closed to the public until early next year due to 
ongoing flood repairs. 


A number of significant landslips have impacted Baranbali Road and Wabba Road 
and heavy plant and machinery are currently operating in and out of the park working 
through the necessary repairs. 


NPWS Principal Project Officer, Silas Sutherland, said the roads in Mooball National 
Park are closed because there is a legitimate risk to the safety of visitors driving on 
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those roads. 


“By ignoring the closures, you not only put yourself at risk but you are exacerbating 
the damage and making it more difficult for us to repair,” he said. “The driver ignored 
three separate signs stating, ‘Park Closed’ and ‘Road Closed’, to reach their final 


destination.” 


The vehicle was found abandoned in steep terrain, and a number of NPWS staff, tow 
trucks and large plant were needed to retrieve it. 


The floods of 2022, and subsequent rainfall, has resulted in a number of significant 
landslips and sections of the road have been undermined. 


Office of Sport 


Local Sport 
Defibrillator 
Grant Program 


Information relating to the Program, including how to apply, is available on the Office 
of Sport website. 

Please note that the eligibility criteria for the Program have changed. As outlined in 
the Guidelines for the Program, to be eligible under the program, applicants must 
identify the location where the AED will be kept. This location must be in one of the 
postcode areas listed in Appendix C of the Local Sport Defibrillator Program 
Guidelines as ranked by the Australian Bureau of Statistics according to their Socio- 
Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA). 

Please find a list of eligible postcodes in the supporting documents section on the 
website. 

Eligible applicants also need to be one of the following organisations: 


e Incorporated, not-for-profit clubs, associations or organisations in NSW that 
are sport or recreation related. 

e State or national sport or recreation organisations on behalf of member clubs 
located in NSW. 

e Licensed sporting or recreation clubs, providing that the AED package directly 
benefits sport and recreation members or participants. 

e Sport clubs associated with a school, church or university providing they are 
an incorporated not for profit club in their own right. 
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e Councils and sport and recreation facility owners, provided they apply on 
behalf of sport or recreation clubs. 

e Service clubs such as Rotary, Country Women’s Association and Lions, 
applying on behalf of sport or recreation clubs. 


Should your organisation qualify to apply under these criteria, please consider 
submitting an application. 

Applications will close when funding allocation is exhausted or by 1pm on 23 
February 2024 whichever is earlier. 

MORE INFO AND APPLY HERE 


Adventure Show Eastern Creek 
September 6th 7th and 8th 2024 
Put it on your trip calendar now and start your plans for a Club or Region stand. 


The Volunteer (www.4wdnow.com) portal will open as we get closer to the show. 


Booking portal is OPEN to register for a Free Club or Region 
stand. (www.4wdnow.com) 


JUST IN CASE YOU MISSED IT..... 


Need a ZOOM meeting? 

Do you need a zoom meeting for your club? 

You are welcome to use the Association account. 
Please email Maggie with date, start time and duration. 


office@4wdnow.com 


4WD NSW & ACT and its Driver Training Unit 
proudly supported by 


ARB 


4X4 ACCESSORIES 
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This newsletter is written using information provided by relevant parties. 

If | write something that mentions "me or I" and there is no signature 

after it then it is a message from me. 

If you would like something to be added on behalf of your club 

please email office@4wdnow.com. 

Anything can be included as long as it's club based and for the benefit of clubs. 
The newsletter is monthly (about the first of each month) but we can do an 
extra "special" if there is something that is important that we missed. 

- Maggie Thomas. 

Copyright © 2023 Four Wheel Drive NSW & ACT inc, All rights reserved. 
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